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MINUTES 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 

January 13, 2016 

 

The first regular meeting of the month of January of the Board of Education of Community Unit 

School District 200, DuPage County, Illinois, was called to order at Madison Elementary School, 

1620 Mayo Avenue, Wheaton, IL, by Board President Jim Vroman, on Wednesday, January 13, 

2016, at 7:30 PM.   
 

ROLL CALL 

Upon the roll being called, the following were present: 
 

Board Members: Jim Vroman 

   Chris Crabtree 

                                    Joann Coghill 

   Jim Gambaiani 

   Barbara Intihar 

   Jim Mathieson 
      

Absent:  Brad Paulsen 

 

Also in Attendance: Dr. Jeff Schuler, Superintendent 

Mrs. Faith Dahlquist 

   Mr. Bill Farley 

   Mrs. Erica Loiacono 

   Mr. Rod Mack 

   Mrs. Joanne Panopoulos 

   Dr. Robert Rammer 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. Tim Callahan led the Board and community in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE HOST SCHOOL 

Mr. Tim Callahan, Principal of Madison Elementary School, welcomed the Board, community 

and administration to Madison school.  Mr. Callahan shared information about a 21
st
 century 

learning opportunity taking place at the school.  “Guidelines for Success” is based on defining 

expectations with students. This led to Madison staff focusing on 3 guidelines:  Respect, 

Responsibility, and Ready to Learn. They found a fun and engaging way to implement – students 

are awarded Madison Coins each trimester for “paw”sitive behavior.  A video was shared that 

highlighted how launching the guidelines for success has made „Instructional Innovation‟ 

possible, which featured changes being made in the LLC utilizing instructional technology. 

 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA 

None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items 

The opportunity to speak to the Board is provided for members of the public who have a 

question or comment on an agenda item. The Board appreciates hearing from stakeholders, and 
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values your thoughts and questions. The Board strives to make the best decisions for the District, 

and public input in a variety of venues is very helpful.  

 

The Board must protect the civility and decorum of this meeting.  Please be respectful for the 

duties of the Board and the democratic process in your comments tonight: 

 

 Please use the microphone, state your name and address, and address your 

comments to the Board 

 Please limit your comments to 3 minutes.  

 Please be factual and courteous, and do not include statements that are personally 

disrespectful or condescending to members of the Board or staff. 

   

If you feel your matter needs to be discussed in more detail, please attend the Board‟s “Chance to 

Chat” or present your comments to us in writing.        

 

Speaker Harold Lonks 

Topic School Policy 
 

Speaker Dave Norck 

Topic Student Rights 
 

Speaker Jeanne Ives 

Topic Student Rights 
 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT  

Dr. Schuler reported the following: 

 A copy of the new High School Course Catalog for the 2016-2017 school year was 

distributed to Board members. 

 The “Seal of Biliteracy” is a new designation which was developed in Illinois last year.  High 

School seniors can apply for this distinction which becomes a part of the official transcript. 

There is an assessment to determine that the students demonstrate proficiency in English as 

well as reading, writing, listening and speaking a second language. Twenty-five students at 

WNHS and sixty-six students at WWSHS have applied to take the assessment this year.  

 A committee has been formed to begin to study the compensation model that is a part of the 

collective bargaining agreement.  The committee is working with Dr. Jon Eckert, a District 

200 resident, former teacher and administrator, who as a former teaching ambassador with 

the U.S. Department of Education, worked with a number of school districts across the 

country as part of  their initiative to examine new compensation models.  He now works at 

Wheaton College as a professor in the Education Department, and is going to provide 

technical assistance to the team as they begin to explore various models. 

 The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has just put together the budget proposal for 

next year.  They have recommended full funding of the General State Aid formula to the 

foundation level, which has not been the case in quite a while.  However, attached to their 

recommendation was a proposed change in the Special Ed mandated categoricals into that 

general state aid formula.  Based on initial modeling that was done, being a foundation 

district and collapsing the two revenue streams could result in a potential $840,000 loss of 

revenue to District 200 due to this change. It has not yet been determined if this would mean 

a cut to special education funding. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Acceptance of Gifts to District 200 Music Program – Recommend the acceptance of the gifts 

to District 200 Music Program as presented. 

2. Approval of Elementary Science Standards – Recommend approval of elementary science 

standards as presented. 

3. Approval to Post Instructional Materials for Elementary Science – Recommend approval to 

post instructional materials for elementary science as presented. 

4. Approval to Post Standards for HS Course, Fit Yoga – Recommend approval to post the 

standards for HS course as presented. 

5. Approval to Post Standards for HS Course, History of Illinois and Metropolitan Chicago – 

Recommend approval to post the standards for HS course as presented. 

6. Approval of Revised Policy 4.170 Safety – Recommend the approval of the policy as 

presented. 

7. Approval of Revised Policy 6.15 School Accountability – Recommend the approval of the 

policy as presented. 

8. Approval of Revised Policy 7.100 Health Examinations – Recommend the approval of the 

policy as presented. 

9. Approval of Revised Policy 7.130 Student Rights – Recommend the approval of the policy as 

presented. 

10. Approval of Revised Policy 7.140 Search and Seizure – Recommend the approval of the 

policy as presented. 

11. Approval of Revised Policy 7.300 Extracurricular Athletics – Recommend the approval of 

the policy as presented. 

12. Adoption of Resolution to Begin the 2016-17 Budget Cycle – Recommend the adoption of 

the resolution as presented. 

13. Approval of the Resolution to Transfer Funds from Working Cash Fund to Education Fund – 

Recommend approval of the resolution to transfer funds as presented. 

14. Approval of the Resolution to Transfer Funds from Working Cash Fund to Transportation 

Fund – Recommend approval of the resolution to transfer funds as presented. 

15. Approval of Bills Payable and Payroll – Recommend approval of the bills payable and 

payroll as presented. 

16. Approval of Minutes – December 9, 2015 Open and Closed, and Approval to Destroy 

Recordings of Closed Sessions Prior to August 2014 As Allowable by Law – Recommend 

approval of the minutes as presented and approval to destroy recordings of closed sessions 

prior to August 2014 as allowable by law. 

17. Approval of Personnel Report to Include Employment, Resignation, Retirement, and Leave 

of Absence of Administrative, Certified, Classified and Non-Union Staff – Recommend 

approval of the Personnel Report as presented. 

 

MOTION 

Member Crabtree moved, Member Coghill seconded to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  

Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was: AYE 6, NAY 0.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Approval of a Resolution Approving an Application to the Illinois State Board of Education for 

Qualified School Construction Bond Designation for Obligations to Finance Certain Capital 

Projects in and for the District, Authorizing the President of the Board of Education of the 

District to Execute said Application and Directing an Official of the District to Submit said 

Application 

Dr. Schuler gave some background of the Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCBs), which 

were created in 2009 as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  QSBCs can 
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provide little to no interest financing for certain qualified school construction projects.  It was 

noted that the finance committee and the Board of Education heard a presentation from staff 

regarding this opportunity at their last meeting.  Mr. Farley gave the history of the application 

availability. There was discussion regarding the possible timeline and implications of the action, 

reiterating there really is no down side to applying for the QSCBs.  The Board was asked to take 

action to move forward, submit the application and await the response.  

 

There were Board member comments regarding the purpose of the bonds and the fact that PMA, 

the District‟s financial advisor, highly recommended the District move forward with the 

application.  Mrs. Crabtree, The Board Secretary, read the resolution as is required. 

 

 

MOTION 

Member Mathieson moved, Member Intihar seconded to approve the resolution approving an 

application to the Illinois State Board of Education for qualified school construction bond 

designation for obligations to finance certain capital projects in and for the District, authorizing 

the President of the Board of Education of the District to execute said application and directing 

an official of the District to submit said application.  Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote 

was:  AYE 6, NAY 0. The motion carried 6-0. 

 

 

WRITTEN REPORTS 

Monthly Financial Reports 

FOIA Report 

 

REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS  

Board Committee Reports 

 Teaching and Learning Committee: Mrs. Intihar stated that the Teaching and Learning 

Committee met in December.  The committee determined that it is still a valid decision to 

exclude Batavia from the benchmark district list due to a change in demographics and 

characteristics.  Based on comparison data from our school report cards with our 

benchmark districts, the district is doing well in some areas and needs some work in other 

areas.  The District is moving ahead with ACT testing, despite the state change to SAT.  

Need to determine where we will go as a District and Board in the ACT vs. SAT testing 

options.  The committee asked Mrs. Dahlquist to consider educational impact of any 

future changes in the District calendar. 

 Community Engagement Committee: Mrs. Intihar stated that the committee previewed 

the agenda and presentation for the community engagement session to be held next week 

at Monroe Middle School.  Dr. Schuler stated that the session on the 20
th

 of this month 

will focus on the potential options and solutions for each individual building.  The 

Concepts that have been developed for each school will be shared, with an opportunity 

for feedback from the community on the solutions identified for each building.  The goal 

is that a final master facility plan report will be shared with the Board following the 

completion of session #4, where the task will be to review the options, prioritize the 

needs and determine the steps to be taken.  

 

Other Reports from Board Members 

 Mr. Vroman announced the Board is reinstituting breakfasts for Board Members with the 

President and Superintendent.  

 Mr. Vroman  attended the PTA council meeting to address the school calendar issue. 

There was very positive conversation that took place on this topic. 
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 Mr. Mathieson wants to be certain the Board is made aware of any policies and laws 

which are currently in place regarding the issue addressed by the individuals in public 

comments tonight.  

 

 

 

TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

Finance Dashboard 

5 Year Projections 

Finance/Facilities – Funding Options for the Master Facility Plan & Jefferson 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chat with the Board – January 23, 2016, 9:00 AM, SSC 

Committee of the Whole – January 27, 2016, 7:30 PM, SSC 

Community Engagement Session – January 20, 2016, 7:00 PM, Monroe Middle School 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

February 10, 2016, 7:30 PM, Edison Middle School 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items 

None 
 

CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION 

There being no further business to come before the Board in Open Session, Member Intihar 

moved, Member Crabtree seconded to adjourn the meeting to Closed Session for the purpose of 

discussing Matters Relating to Individual Students 5ILCS120/2(c)(10).  Upon a roll call being 

taken, the vote was: AYE 6, NAY 0.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 

No action will be taken following the Closed Session.   

 

The meeting was adjourned to Closed Session at 8:40pm. 

 
 

 

 

______________________________   ____________________________________ 

Chris Crabtree, Secretary                 Jim Vroman, President 

 


